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Humpback Whale 
 
Five Fast Facts: 

1. Both male and female humpback whales sing; their songs change depending on where 

they live (the Atlantic or Pacific Ocean).  

2. A female humpback whale’s pregnancy lasts for almost a full year (11.5 months), before 

she gives birth to a calf weighing up to 1 ton.  

3. The humpback whale’s long, knobby pectoral fins (the two fins along either side of its 

body) are about one third of its body length! 

4. The humpback whale is a filter feeder:  Instead of teeth, it uses a series of 270-400 

overlapping plates made of keratin (like the protein in our skin, hair, and nails) to filter 1 

to 1.5 tons of food from the ocean every day! 

5. The shape and color pattern found on the pectoral fins and tail fluke are like fingerprints, 

which scientists can use to identify individual whales. 
 

Food for Thought: 

1.  Why could humpback whales be described as “gentle giants”? 

 

2. Name some key differences between male and female humpback whales. 

 

 

Activities to do with your kids: 

● “Name that Whale!”  Students are given samples of whale song to listen to, and must 

learn to differentiate between Atlantic and Pacific whales.  This may be done individually, 

in pairs, or as a whole group game 

● ID the Whale game - students either draw their own whales, or have pictures of ones to 

identify.  Extension: have students create “baby book pages” for individual whales, 

complete with specific, measured data (“baby picture” of identifying pectoral fins and tail 

fluke, age, weight, other unique characteristics) 

● Draw a step-by-step, detailed diagram of how a whale eats as a filter-feeder (if materials 

available, possibility for students to create their own filter-feeding systems) 

● Math connection:  given how many calories a whale needs to consume every day, with 

the calorie count per krill, students need to compute how much krill individual whale 

species need to consume on average 
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Calf’s first picture – don’t forget the beautiful shape and color patterns 
found on the pectoral fins and tail fluke! 

My Calf Book 
Directions:  Create the first page of a baby book for the distinctive individual humpback 

whale assigned to you. Use your knowledge of humpback whales, along with the 
information given you to complete each category for the page with as much detail (and 

creativity!) as you can. 
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